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From the Pastor:

The Lord is risen indeed!

Greetings to all of you in this joyful season of our Lord’s resurrection.
Read Luke 24:1-35

| had never really noticed or appreciated this slight nuance in Dr. Luke’s telling of the resurrection of
our Lord Jesus. It was not until later in the day on that first Easter Sunday that they realize Jesus
had been raised from the dead! All they really knew was that the stone had been rolled away and
the grave was empty. The tomb in which the body of Jesus had been laid no longer held Him there.

But that did not ‘prove’ the resurrection did it? That only proved that the grave was empty. The
body was not to be found. Neither the women who first arrived there nor even Peter himself under-
stood what had happened.

Even when a couple of them walked with Jesus later that day and He talked with them on the road to
Emmaus, “their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him” (Luke 24:16). It was not until
they encountered the risen Lord later, after they had “invited” Him — Luke writes — “constrained Him”
— to “abide with us” a while, that as He sat at the table with them, when He took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him!” (v.31)

Notice how the Evangelist, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, develops the progression: first,
there is an open grave, then the risen Jesus expounds to them the Scriptures, that is, He opens the
Bible so that they can understand, and then thirdly, “their eyes were opened.”

May the risen Lord Jesus “open” our ears, our hearts, and our minds so that we may encounter
God'’s redeeming love afresh throughout this season of His resurrection.

The Lord is risen. Yes, the Lord is risen indeed.
Have you met the Lord Jesus yet?

Has He come into your life?

Is He alive in you?

May God richly bless all our hearts this wonderful Eastertide with His redeeming love.

Pastor Charlie
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VNA of Manchester
Free Hospice Volunteer Training Program

Starts on Saturday, April 5, 2008 ,9:00a.m. to
3:00p.m. and then continuing every Thursday eve-
ning 6:00pm to 8:30 pm through May 29, 2008.
Some of the topics to be covered are hospice phi-
losophy, compassion through active listening,
medical aspects, grief and bereavement. Trained
volunteers will work with the hospice team of health
care professionals to provide services that help pa-
tients stay at home with dignity during a terminal
illness. Any interested member of the community
including homemakers, retirees, college students,
businessmen and women are encouraged to ex-
plore hospice volunteering. Pre-registration is re-
quired and class size is limited. Please call Linda
Krisch, Volunteer Coordinator at (603) 663-4008.
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Rejuvenate Women’s Conference

Come to the Table
April 11 — 13 and April 25 - 27

. .with speaker Linda Moore, whose professional ex-
periences as an ICU nurse, recording and concert artist,
women’s ministries director, consultant, speaker and
worship leader have afforded her many opportunities to
express her passion for God and His people. Her ability
to articulate Biblical principles of faith and Christian
living through the power of God’s grace has been an en-
couragement to many.

Contact: Monadnock Bible Conference Center

monadnockbible.org Jaffrey, NH 603-532-8321
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Christian Radio Is Good for the Soul

1320 AM WDER Derry

590 AM WVNE Boston

91.1 FM WVNH Concord
90.7 FM WLMW Manchester

AFR American Family Radio, www.afr.net
Uplifting music and news to encourage you

in your daily walk with Jesus Christ.
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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE

Hi Everyone,
Our new church website address is:
http://GoffCong.org.

All Passages articles for the May issue are due in
the office April 24. We will be folding the newspaper
on Wednesday, April 30 at 9:00am in the Chapel of
the Parish house. If you would like to help out,
please join us at that time. News articles are always
welcome at any time of the month. They can be left
in the Secretary’s mail box in the Parish house or e-
mailed to:

Office_goffcong@verizon.net.

Pictures can be left in the mailbox to be scanned.
Please include a label, a short sentence or two
about the picture or the names of the people in the
photo. They will be returned after they are scanned.
They can also be sent as .jpeg files to the office e-
mail address.

Thank you,

Barbara Pinard
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Ladies Day Apart
with

Dee Brestin

“The God of AIl Comfort?”
Finding Your Way into
His Arms

Friday, April 4" or Saturday, April 5™ 2008
8:00am — 3:00 pm
Calvary Bible Church, 145 Hampstead Road
Derry, NH 03038

603-434-1516  www.cbcderry.org
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BROOKS, Kalila 04/02 DECKNICK, Philip 04/19
PIKE, Dianne 04/05 MACGIBBON, Nancy 04/19
STRATTON, Marty 04/05 COOK, Florence 04/21
DUVAL, Mackenzie 04/06 SALLESE, David 04/22
STUART, Sue 04/07 DECKNICK, Taylor 04/24
GAGNON, Michael 04/10 RISING, Clinton 04/24
SMITH Jr, Paul 04/10 CULLEN, Jeremiah 04/25
WHITE, Brenda 04/12 DUNCKLEE, Kathleen 04/27
HAVENER, George 04/13 BELTZ, Amanda 04/28
THOMAS, David 04/13 CONLEY, Sarah 04/29
ANDERSON, Cheryl 04/16 DEMERS, Chantelle 04/29
SANDERSON, Carroll 04/17 LARHETTE, Nicolle 04/29
TUCKER, William 04/17 HARTSHORN, Carlene 04/30
ELLIS, Stephen 04/18 STUART, Len 04/30
COMEAU, Ellen 04/19

Palm Sunday Worship

March 16, 2008
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DIACONATE DIALOGUE

Next Sunday, April 6, we will meet following
worship to vote on whether or not to disasso-
ciate our membership in the United Church of
Christ. For the last two months the Diaconate
has been discussing and praying about this
issue. Our focus has been from a Biblical
perspective. We ask you to do the same in
the upcoming period prior to the meeting.
Take time to review our new Vision Plan in
your pamphlet (they are available at the
church  office) or at our website
http://GoffCong.org. Many key differences
between the UCC and our adopted Vision
Statement clearly put us on a different path,
which we believe, is more in line with the his-
toric Protestant understanding of the Chris-
tian faith. While the UCC does profess “to
look to the Word of God in the Scriptures,”
there is lacking a strong sense of the author-
ity of the Word of God in the faith and prac-
tice of the church. Both the Word of God and
the Holy Trinity (God the Father, God the Son
and God the Holy Spirit) have been changed
to non-gender language. There are areas of
contention such as sexual behavior, abortion,
missions, etc., that no longer are in accor-
dance with our church’s beliefs and vision.
Furthermore our church previously voted that
marriage is between a man and a woman.
Finally the UCC fully supports abortion, and
homosexual behavior and practice, and we
CANNOT. To reflect our decision on these
last issues take time to read in the Bible
Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4, Mark 10:6 or
Ephesians 5:31-33 regarding sacred mar-
riage and Genesis 19:1-7, Leviticus 18:22 &
20:13, Deuteronomy 23:17, Romans 1:26&27
and 1 Corinthians 6:9 & 10 regarding homo-
sexual behavior and practice. Let the Lord
lead you and may we all come closer to Him
in our beliefs and in our daily lives.
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SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

The Matthew T. Paul Diaconate Schol-
arship is currently open for applica-
tions until May, 1,2008. For more in-
formation, please refer to the en-
closed application, download the in-
formation from our church website or
copies are available from the church
office.

IRON SHARPENS IRON

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens an-
other.” Proverbs 27:17

2008 National Men’s Conferences

Portsmouth, NH  April 26, 2008
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:

Kenny Luck is the Men’s Pastor at Saddleback
Church in Lake Forest, California.

Randy Phillips is the founder and director of Pas-
sage, served as the first president of Promise
Keepers in 1991 and was a contributing author of
the best selling book The Seven Promises.

This annually sold out event will be
held at Bethany Church, Greenland,
NH. www.bethanychurch.com

www.lronSharpensliron.net

Man uses duct tape to fix everything.

God used nails.
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COUNCIL NOTES

A SPECIAL WARRANTED MEETING WILL BE
HELD ON APRIL 6, 2008 AFTER WORSHIP TO
VOTE TO TERMINATE OUR ASSOCIATION WITH
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST. ALL MEM-
BERS ARE ENCOURGED TO ATTEND.

R o o S S e S S e e e

Why are we voting to disassociate from the
United Church of Christ now? The fundamental
reason is a difference in our theology. After com-
pleting our Vision Discovery process last year where
we refocused our attention on our Core Beliefs, Ide-
als, and Virtues, as well as the Practices and Disci-
plines necessary to develop Christian character and
learn Christian virtues, we realized that the UCC
was working from a different basic theology:

The Truth of God’s Word: We believe the Holy
Bible is the authoritative word of God, infalli-
ble and true. The UCC does not.

The Holy Trinity: We believe that God the Fa-
ther, God the Son (Jesus Christ) and God
the Holy Spirit are three distinct persons of
one God. The UCC seeks to avoid the use
of ‘father and ‘son’, choosing to reinvent
God using non-gender specific language.

The Lordship of Christ: We believe Jesus
Christ is Lord of lords and King of kings, and
are not afraid to shout it from the highest
mountaintops. The UCC seeks to avoid
‘gratuitous’ use of the word Lord, and also
avoids declaring Jesus’ teaching that He
(Jesus) is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

If you are a member, please come and vote on
April 6 at this important meeting in the life of our
church here in Goffstown.
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Shaws Cards will be available after worship
on April 6th.
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CHURCH HISTORIAN

Our new church historian, Charles Carr has lived in
Goffstown for thirty-two years. He was raised in a
Congregational church, but attended St Lawrence
for thirty-one years with his wife Mary. Upon her
passing he began attending our church and joined
last year. Prior to his retirement eighteen years ago,
Charlie taught High School Biology in Pennicook,
NH. He loves to walk around town and is the unoffi-
cial “welcome wagon” to new residents on his Spring
Street.

Please read his first article written for this paper on
page six today.

IN LOVING MEMORY

Rev. Ford conducted the funeral service on Saturday March 1 for
Steven J. Karanikas
April 18-1951-February 27, 2008

We express our sympathy and condolences with the family and friends
of

Rosalie Whittier
January 31, 1925-March 7, 2008

She was a member of the choir, fellowship club and music committee of
our church.

Rev. Ford conducted services also for the following:
On March 17,
Major Donald R. Hutson USAF, retired
May 23, 1923—January 14, 2008
On March 27, 2008
Dorothy G. (Naylor) Conley
December 19, 1915-March 23, 2008

To the Jim and Catherine Conley family here in our church, Mrs. Conley,
will always be “Gram”.

I am the resurrection, and the life:
he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth
in me shall never die.

-Jesus, John 11:25-26
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A CALL FOR INFORMATION

As church historian, | don't know where and
when the history of the Goffstown Congrega-
tional Church should begin. | do know, however,
that the last three years should be brought up to
date before adjustments and inclusions should
be inserted into what we know of earlier years.
To fill in the years 2005, 2006, and 2007, |
would like the input of anyone and everyone
who knows especially people who have had a
part in events and activities, and can give me
first-hand information. Such information may be
left at, or sent to, the church office.

Now, what did | mean about not knowing where
or when the history of our church should begin?
My predecessors have all started with the place
of worship constructed in Grasmere in the
1760s. before services were moved to the new
church in the Village in 1771. But, was that the
beginning?

Recall that the writer of Genesis started, " In
the beginning, God created the heaven and
the earth.” If that were truly the beginning, then
God was brand new when He created what we
know. and beyond. Would it have been more
correct to first say, "Before the beginning, God
the Creator existed."? The writer chose the sim-
ple way, making the statement in such a way
that you could not miss the fact that God existed
before Creation.

So it is with the history of our church, the foun-
ders existed before the founding, coming to our
Town before it was a town. While there is no
way to trace God before the Creation, there are
ways to discover the who and from whence of
our church founders. Whether that is done is, |
suppose, an option of the historian. No one has

PASSAGES APRIL 2008

said, and it seems not to be written.

If it is done, it is likely to lead eventually to those
rugged Separatists, historically called Pilgrims,
who first formulated the Mayflower Compact,
and then developed the congregational form of
church government. This church government
was so satisfactory and successful that it be-
came the model for local New England town
government. Note the difference in the South,
where the Puritans, who became Presbyterians,
developed government which is largely county
centered. Contrast this with the separateness
and independence of New England towns,
which were joined into weak county unions, and
further into states. The latter joining came about
by following traditions from the old countries
from which people came, and from land grants
when kings, mainly of England, France, and
Spain, still had authority this side of the ocean.

Congregational churches have cooperated with
each other, but have mainly resisted uniting with
others. The United Church of Christ is an anom-
aly, founded well west of New England. It
probably would never have formed if Congrega-
tionalism had remained in New England. Inde-
pendence of Congregational Churches is
strongest where it originated.

History is waiting to be written, but let us catch
up with the recent past.
Your church historian, Charles W. Carr
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EARTH
DAY

APRIL 22
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If you are looking for a Christian community

Alive in the Spirit
Biblically faithful

Christ-centered

Sunday Worship Schedule
Morning Worship 10:00 am
Evening Worship 6:00 pm

Children and Youth Vacation Bible School
Every Sunday 10:15amto 11:15am
Adult Sunday School 8:30 am

And not just on Sunday. . .
Pastoral Care
Choirs

Outreach to those in Need in the Community

Youth Programs

Small Group Bible Studies

Women'’s and Men’s Ministries

Marriage and family seminars

Child Care — We are a “Kids First” safety policy church

Mission Opportunities Near. . .
Goffstown Network Food Pantry, Straight
Ahead Ministry to kids in detention, New
Horizons Homeless Shelter, Campus
Crusade for Christ, The Women’s Prison,
and more.

And far. . .
Worldwide Missions — Monadnock Bible
Conference, Haiti, Costa Rica, Papua
New Guinea, and more.




The Congregational Church of Goffstown
8 & 10 Main Street
Goffstown, N.H. 03056

(603) 497-2365

Dear Scholarship Applicant,

The Diaconate of the Congregational Church of Goffstown is pleased that you are considering applying for a scholarship
through our church. These scholarships are available fo members of the congregation and their families, whether pursuing
full-time educational curriculum or continuing education. We have separate funds to assist those persons who are interested
in pursuing careers in teaching, theology, or general studies. Therefore, it is important that you indicate on your application
what major or career goal you are pursuing.

Please fill out the accompanying application, sign it, and return it to the Church office in a sealed envelope marked "Attention:
Diaconate Scholarship Committee” by May 1, 2008 so that it can be forwarded on to the Diaconate for review. It may take
us several weeks to notify you of our decision. We look forward to receiving your application.

Respectfully yours,

Board of Deacons



The Congregational Church of Goffstown, New Hampshire

2008 Scholarship Application

All information contained herein will remain confidential

NAME:

ADDRESS:

T am/am not a member of the Congregational Church of Goffstown. (Circle one). If not please name your church sponsor and
their relationship to you:

What is your intended major?

List of schools to which you have applied:

Other family members that may also be in college:

List any school or community activities that you have participated in re-
cently:

List any church or community volunteer experiences you have had:

List any work experiences and length of employment:

Describe your future goals, and explain how you plan to reach them. Limit your response to approximately 150 words, feel free
fo use the reverse side or attach additional sheets.

The information on this form is accurate and complete. I have/have not (circle one)attached addendums.

Signature: Date:




