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Each year at the beginning of Lent, on Ash 
Wednesday, we bring out a large wooden cross 
made for us a couple of years ago by Jim Beltz.  
And we give this rugged wooden cross a prominent 
position in our sanctuary, center stage as it were.  
This cross then also has a prominent place in our 
weekly worship. 

If the cross is front and center in our community 
worship experience, let me ask you this, what place 
does the cross of Jesus have in your personal life?   

Isaac Watts (1674-1748), son of a Congregational-

ist minister, gave us a beloved hymn when he 

wrote about what the cross meant to him.  He wrote 

it in 1707 for use in a communion service.     

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

The second verse is a reflection on the words of 
the apostle Paul in his letter to the Galatians (ch. 6, 
v.14) ï  ñGod forbid that I should boast except in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.ò  
For it was in the death of Christ on the cross that 
we are justified, forgiven, and have peace with 
God. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ, my God. 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

I think the next verse is the most beautiful.  For the 
person who knows the weight and the burden and 
the ugly scars caused by sin, what sweet and ten-
der relief in the mixture of this sorrow and love.  
Rather than a crown filled with precious and costly 
jewels, Christôs crown is one of cruel thorns: 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did eôer such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

The final verse reminds us of the call and the cost it 
takes to follow Jesus.  It will cost you everything.  
To follow Jesus one must be willing to give up and 
take up.  The Lord Jesus says, ñIf anyone desires 
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me.   For whoever de-
sires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will save it.ò 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small. 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

What place does the cross of our Lord Jesus have 
in your life?                                                                                                                                                         

                           Pastor Charlie 

 

From the Pastor: 
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Due to Michelene Pivorunasôs illness there will be 
no Adult Choir practice or childrenôs choir practices 
until further notice.  If you would like to drop her a 
cheery note to brighten up her day, her address is: 
112 Seventh Ave., Manchester, N.H. 03104-1555. 
************************************************   

In Loving Memory  
Richard Harding Hunter 

9 March, 1921 - 3 January, 2008 

Pastor Ford officiated at the funeral service, which was held 
on Jan. 11. 

I am the resurrection, and the life:   

he that believeth in me,  

though he were dead, yet shall he live:  

And whosoever liveth and believeth  

in me shall never die.  

Jesus, John 11:25-26 

********************************************************************** 

The nicest thing about the future  

is that it always starts tomorrow.  

-  anon  

MUSIC NOTES  

ñWhile the earth remaineth, 

seedtime and harvest...shall not 

cease.  

Genesis 8:22  

Hi Everyone, 

I hope you are all enjoying the ever changing 
weather of a New England winter this year.  Have 
you visited  our new website yet?  The Conley fam-
ily have done a great job of keeping it updated for 
us every week.   

Due to the high use of the Chapel and the Parish 
house kitchen please make sure you clean up after 
you are done using the spaces. Please leave the 
areas clean for the next group.  Thank you. 

All Passages articles for the March issue are due in 
the office February 25.  We will be folding the news-
paper on Friday, February 29 at 9:00am in the 
Chapel of the Parish house.   If you would like to 
help out, please join us at that time. News articles 
are always welcome at any time of the month. They 
can be left in the Secretaryôs mail box in the Parish 
house or e-mailed to: 

Office_goffcong@verizon.net. 

Pictures can be left in the mailbox to be scanned.  
Please include a label, a short sentence or two 
about the picture or the names of the people in the 
photo. They will be returned after they are scanned. 
They can also be sent as .jpeg files to the office e-
mail address.  

Thank you,  

Barbara Pinard 

Editor/ Administrative Assistant      

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE  

 

Ash Wednesday  
 February 6th  

marks the beginning of Lent  

         Service of Worship  

                 7:00 pm  

LENT 

A TIME FOR NEW 

BEGINNINGS 

 

Begin today to take time for Bible reading and 
meditation.  Take time to be part of a small group 
study.  Take time for prayer.  And take time for 
regular weekly worship with your church family.  
Make your Lent a time for new beginnings. 
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Christian Radio Is Good for the Soul  

1320 AM  WDER Derry 

 590 AM   WVNE Boston 

91.1 FM  WVNH Concord 

90.7 FM  WLMW Manchester   

AFR American Family Radio, www.afr.net      Uplifting music 
and news to encourage you in your daily walk with Jesus 
Christ. 

***************************************************************************

Is it time to consider Christian 
schooling? 

Explore the Mount Zion difference 
at their annual Open House! 

Tuesday, February 5th at 6:45pm Manchester NH  

(Call to RSVP at 606-7930) 

Find them on the web at www.MountZionNH.org  

They are a PreK ï 12th grade non-denominational school  

HALL, Rebecca            02/01 

MILES, Jenna               02/02 

HAVENER, Erin         02/03 

HAVENER, Nicole     02/03 

HALL, Justin                02/04 

HALL, Stephanie        02/04 

LUGO, Brooklyn         02/05 

AYER, Nicholas          02/06 

WHITE, Robert          02/07 

BROOKS, Mercy        02/08 

MCKAY, Katherine   02/08 

KRAJENKA, Kevin    02/09 

SAVOY, Jennifer          02/09 

LAUER, Fritz                 02/12 

PYSZKA, Andrew        02/12 

PYSZKA, Suzanne       02/12 

SMITH, Beth                  02/12 

CHABOT, Rebekah      02/13 

HALL, Sheldon               02/13 

PEABODY, William      02/13 

DUNCKLEE, Kathryn  02/14 

PETERSON, Elizabeth 02/14 

CARR, Benjamin             02/16 

ROSS, Ruth                      02/16 

HALL, Herman                02/17 

AYER, Curtis                    02/18 

PARKINSON, Virginia  02/18 

STOCKTON, John         02/18 

BUTTRICK, Nora          02/21 

HAMBLETON, Darcie  02/21 

FORD, Charles               02/22 

CARR, Jane                      02/23 

COMEAU, Sheryl          02/23 

HUNTER, Henry           02/23 

MARTEL, Dakota          02/23 

NORKLUN, Rebecca    02/23 

RIDGE, Jennifer             02/23 

LAMSON, Evelyn           02/24 

O'REILLY, Paul               02/24 

DUCLOS, Phyllis            02/26 

KRAJENKA, Heather    02/26 

SMITH, Amanda             02/26 

ELLIS, Tyler                      
02/27 

SULLIVAN, Jason           
02/27 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Thank You  
Dear Congregational Church Outreach: 

On behalf of the Goffstown Clergy Association I wish to 
Thank You for the generous gift of $700 for local Crisis 
needs. 

              May God continue to bless you, 

Rev. Wm. Exner 

******************************************************************

Thinking about Valentineôs Day?   

Think again.  

Some young peoplesô answers to what most people 
do on a date? 

ñDates are for having fun, and people should use them to 
get to know each other.  Even boys  have something to 
say if you listen long enough.ò     -   Lynnette, age 8 

 
ñOn the first date, they just tell each other lies, and that 
usually gets them interested enough to go for a second 
date.ò                                               - Martin, age 10 
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MISSION MOMENTS   

   

"Do not neglect to do good and to share, for 
God is pleased with such sacrifices."  

Hebrews 13:16  

"Souper Bowl of Caring"  

Since 1993 a nation wide collection has taken place 
to raise money for the hungry.  This  was inspired  by 
a group of youth who had listened to a prayer at a     
Super Bowl game and decided to organize a grass-
roots movement that is now an international event. On 
ñSouper bowlò Sunday,  February 3rd,  we will have a 
soup pot in  the front and back of the Sanctuary to 
receive your donations as you enter or leave.  

Please join forces with us to battle hunger and give as 
you are able.    

 Flower delivery  

Please see our sign-up sheet on the coffee hour table 
in the vestry if you are interested in delivering flowers 
following our Worship service. This outreach ministry 
can be done one week at a time or as often as you 
wish.  Thank you  and please see anyone on the mis-
sion committee if you have any questions. 

 New Horizon Soup Kitchen  

Would you consider serving food to the home-
less for a couple of hours one evening from 4:15p-
5:30pm.  This is such a wonderful way to help out 
those in need. Our Church  has committed to sending 
up to 6 volunteers to serve on the 5th Sunday during 
2008.  This year the 5th Sunday's fall on March 30th , 
June 29th, August 31st and November 30th.  Please 
sign up in the vestry at the coffee hour table if you are 
interested.    

 Mitten Tree  

We continue to collect  donations of new gloves, mit-
tens, hats, scarves, stockings, and baby blankets etc. 
on the "Mitten Tree" that is located at the front of the 
Sanctuary.  These items are donated to local schools, 
area shelters and outreach programs as well as to the 
Hillsborough County Nursing Home.  

Please see the Mission Bulletin Board in the Vestry to 
read all of the Thank you notes that we have received 
from these schools and organizations who greatly ap-

preciate all that is given to those in need!  

 Our next Mission Committee meeting will take place 
on Sunday, April 6th at 5pm in the Parish House. You 
are welcome to attend and find out more about how 
we serve God through all that we do.  Thank you  to 
all of the members who serve on this committee 
through out the year.  You are such a wonderful group 
of caring people. 

******************************************************** 

The Goffstown Network Food Pantry provides food 
for those in need in Goffstown and surrounding com-
munities. THANK YOU for donating to this 
very worthwhile cause and helping out to battle hun-
ger.   Also, on a continual basis, items are needed for 
the Network Food Bank : canned vegetables or fruit, 
tomato sauce, tuna fish, macaroni & cheese, cereal, 
peanut butter, meals-in-a box or can, canned beef 
stew are just some ideas of items in need.  You can 
drop them off at the Network or bring them to church 
on Sunday and leave them in the designated box at 
the back of the sanctuary.     

*************************************************************

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY   

Thank you  to all who supported Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday with us during our worship service on 
Sunday, January 20th.  We were honored and 
blessed on that day to hear the powerful message 
from our guest speaker, Shauna Amick , who is a 
spokesperson  and  Director of Abstinence Educa-
tion for CareNet Pregnancy Center.  She shared 
their mission as well as God's heart on the sanctity 
of human life. All of the services that Carenet offer 
such as  prevention, pregnancy support and recov-
ery services were addressed so well in her "Love in 
Action" message. Thank you Shauna and Praise 
God! 

 If you are interested in finding out more about how 
you can support CareNet please see the Mission Bul-
letin Board in the Vestry for brochures , visit their web-
site at www.TheFriendsOfLife.org , or speak with 
Catherine Conley for more information.  Please join 
us in a "baby bottle collection " to support Care-
Net.  Baby bottles for this collection are located in the 
vestry. You may take these home and fill them with 
your loose change/donations and return them to 
church at your convenience.  Thank you. 

http://www.TheFriendsOfLife.org�
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COUNCIL notes   
 
 

Board positions  available for 2008:   There are va-

cancies on Trustees, Diaconate, and Christian Educa-

tion.  Please prayerfully consider whether you can 

serve in this capacity. 

 

The Council has decided it is time to assess our asso-

ciation with the UCC.  An Information Session will 

be held on Sunday, Feb. 10 after worship.   Please 

feel free to check out the UCC website at              

http://www.ucc.org as well as our own at                                 

http://www.goffstowncongregationalchurch.org. 

Please share any questions or concerns you would 

like addressed at this meeting with any member of the 

Church Council.  It is IMPORTANT that all attend.  

Depending on what happens on Feb. 10, either an-

other discussion meeting or a warranted meeting to 

vote could be held in March. 

The Annual Meeting was held January 27th in the 

sanctuary following a light bite to eat in the vestry.  All 

articles passed with the exception of the bylaw 

change concerning the addition of a standard general 

indemnity clause for church officers, agents and em-

ployees, which was tabled for further clarification of 

what insurance coverage we have that would support 

s u c h  a  c l a u s e . 

  Despite an increase in the pledged offerings, an-

other large deficit budget was passed (over 

$40,000).  A decrease in the member fundraising 

planned ($5,000 less) and an additional capital im-

provement line of $5,000 offset the increase in pledg-

ing.  The end of the year deficit for 2007 was $7,929 

after a similar deficit budget (just under $40,000) was 

passed last year.  This is a FAITH budget; faith that 

God will provide as we continue to seek and do His 

will here in Goffstown.  Your prayers are appreciated 

for the church leaders as they seek to find the bal-

ance between fiscal responsibility and belief in a sov-

ereign God who provides for those who humble them-

s e l v e s  b e f o r e  H i m . 

Complete minutes from the meeting will be available 

by request in early February. 

Shaws cards will be available again on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 10. 

HEARING AND OBEYING  

By Sandy Loveren 

   I am writing today of talking to God as I would my 
best friend.  I pray very deeply, concentrating on my 
thoughts as I go along.  Cleaning the house, driving 
my car ï if you pass me when I seem alone talking 
to myself ï I am not alone.  God is always with me. 

   I have sat on top of many mountains I have just 
climbed thanking God for his help which I certainly 
needed!  We all can pray to him at any time be-
cause he is always with us.  He is a best friend and 
my leader. 

   When I need his help of which I do not care to ask 
knowing there are so many others that need his as-
sistance more then I do.  Asking questions I do not 
expect an answer quickly, God will show me the 
correct way when I need his guidance.  That has 
happened many times to me.  I always give him a 
smile and say thank you.  I obey this true felling I 
have inside relating to the subject knowing God has 
guided me. 

Ravi  
Zachrias:       Cultural 
Relativism and the 
Emasculation of 

Truth  

"This life's dim windows of 

the soul, distorts the heavens 
from pole to pole, and goads 
you to believe a lie, when you 
see with and not through the 
eye."  (William Blake)   
  
We are meant to see through 
the eye with the conscience, 
but, through political correct-
ness and the media images 
that flood our lives, we are 
being taught to see with the 
eye devoid of the conscience.  
  

Truth is no longer abso-
lute.  As you see the devalua-
tion of it, revelation has been 
displaced by reason, truth 
subverted by agnosticism and 
the propositional replaced by 
the visual.  But, when we look 
at God's Word, it reminds 
us:  reason is limited, the will 
is alienated and the senses 
are debilitated. Therefore, we 
can't trust unaided reason, 
we can't be sure of our purity 
of will and our senses empiri-
cally cannot ultimately explain 
a l l  o f  r e a l i t y .     
Cultural relativism results in 
the emasculation of truth. 

Submitted by  

Cheryl Anderson 
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WITNESSING TO THE 

UNCHURCHED 

If you are reading this, most likely you are a ñmemberò of a 
church. Many today, some who even call themselves ógood Chris-
tians,ô deny the importance of being in submission to a body of 
fellow believers, the Church. 

What do you say to someone you care about who is not a mem-
ber of the body of Christ?   

Jesus founded the church.  

He builds His church and is its Head (Colossians 1:18).  
Christ loves His church and gave Himself for her 
(Ephesians 5:25). 

New Testament Christians joined the church.   We should 

follow their example and the New Testament guidelines (not nec-
essarily ódenominational guide-linesô). 

The local church offers you the best means of witnessing 

for Christ and honoring Him  (Matthew 10:32; 28:19-20; Acts 
1:8). 

Being a church member more definitely commits you  to 

the Christian way of life, making it easier to do what is right and 
harder to do the wrong (Galatians 6:1-2). 

Paul and the Apostles established local churches  

throughout the Mediterranean world as nerve centers of spiritual 
worship, evangelistic zeal, and missionary endeavor (1 Corin-
thians 16:19). 

The local church is the ñpillar and ground of the truthò (1 

Timothy 3:15).  When you join the church, you help the truth for 
which it stands. 

Never forget  ï it is the devilôs program and purpose to keep you 
out of Christôs church, away from God and from other loving and 
supportive Bible believing Christians. 

*******************************************************************
From Oswald Chambers                           February 6  

Are You Ready To Be Poured Out As An Offering?  

ñI am already being poured out as a drink offeringò.  

(2 Timothy 4:6)  

   Are you ready to be poured out as an offering? It is an act of 
your will, not your emotions. Tell God you are ready to be offered 
as a sacrifice for Him. Then accept the consequences as they 
come, without any complaints, in spite of what God may send 
your way. . . 

   Tell God you are ready to be poured out as an offering, and God 
will prove Himself to be all you ever dreamed He would be. 

        My Utmost for His Highest, February 6  

           Oswald Chambers  

Our Core Beliefs 
 

 Truth of Godôs Word:  The Bible is the authoritative word 
of God, infallible and true. 

The Trinity:   That God the Father, God the Son (Jesus 
Christ) and God the Holy Spirit are three distinct Persons of 
the One God. 

Salvation:   All are separated from God by sin and are in 
need of salvation.  Through the grace of God, all who be-
lieve in Jesus Christ shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Transformation:   The Holy Spirit works within each be-
liever to help them grow in Christ-likeness. 

The Church Is the Body of Christ:  Joined together in 
heart, mind and soul through the Holy Spirit with Jesus 
Christ as the Head.  

Christôs Return:  Christ will return to earth, all will be 
judged, and Christ will reign as King over all believers.  
We affirm with believers throughout the centuries those 
truths expressed in the Apostlesô Creed. 
 

 

Momentum  

men & father -son conference  

Spring 2008 April 4-6 

Monadnock  BIBLE CONFERENCE CENTER  

monadnock.org   Jaffrey, NH  603-532-8321 

MENôS TRACK: 

ñPriority Oneò with speaker Paul Soucy 

FATHER SON TRACK: 

Living and Giving the Fatherôs Blessing 

with speaker Dr. Scott Larson 

[President, Straight Ahead Ministries] 

SPECIAL INFORMATIONAL  MEETING 

AFTER WORSHIP 

FEBRUARY 10, 2008 

To discuss our association with the UCC.  

All members are urged to attend. 
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THE LORD IS CALLING  

The Lord has given us the greatest gift of eternal 
life.  What he expects of us in return is far less.  
Our church through the new Vision Statement 
has continued to embrace these expectations.  In 
this statement, we have agreed that we will 
ñthrough intentional worship, prayer, Bible Study, 
fellowship, ministry and missionò  commit our-
selves.  All of us should not only publicly worship 
but select one area in the church to serve.  We 
have openings on most boards, member visita-
tion ministry, lawn maintenance/snow removal,   
and are in constant need of coffee hour hosts, 
greeters and ushers.  The Lord is providing for us 
and now is the time to provide for Him.  Less than 
50% of our membership has committed them-
selves.  What will be your gift? 

STEPPING STONES  

A Bereavement Program for Children and Teens 

Monday, March 3, 2008  

through Monday, April 21, 2008 

6-7PM at Hillside Middle School  

in Manchester, NH 

There is no fee for attending but pre-registration 

is required. For information or to request an appli-

cation call Gary Andy, M. Div. at 663-4005  

 

LOVE IN ACTION UPDATE"  

By Becky Ford 

Haiti  - As some of you may know, I will be return-
ing to Haiti on March 19th for a medical mission 
trip. I need to raise the funds for my trip and I am 
once again making a hooked rug available for     
$10 per ticket. The drawing will be held February 
24. If you write a check, make it payable to 
Bridge Builders (Monadnock Bible Conference).  

I am also presenting a short slide show on Febru-
ary 10-"Bridges of Love Sunday" of my most re-
cent trip to Haiti in November of 2007. At that 
time I will be collecting children's medications for 
the trip. 

 "The Renate Box"  - we had a "love in action" 
outreach through the Wednesday Women's Bible 
Study which we enlarged to include the congre-
gation. It was called the "Renate Box" and was a 
year long vision to collect enough money to buy 
this single mom tickets for herself, her mom and 
daughter to return to her native Czechoslovakia. 
It is a long story but a great witness to the power 
of a few to make a big difference in someone's 
life and to give God the glory...without His help it 
would never have been accomplished. A big 
thank you to all who participated-she is over-
whelmed that people she doesn't even know 
would sacrifice for her.  

  

DIACONATE DIALOGUE  

SHEPHERDS WANTED!  

We are planning a coordinating meeting for any 
new interested people as well as those who've been 
visiting on Sunday, February 24, following worship 
at 11:30am.  Please join us in the Chapel of the 

Parish House if you are interested. 

The ñRenate Boxò group visited Renate  in Danbury 

Connecticut on January 21, 2008. Pictured above from 

left to right: Bonnie , Dee, Aniela, Claire, Becky, Renate 

and Sarah Ann.  
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If you are looking for a Christian community 

 Alive in the Spirit 

Biblically faithful 

Christ-centered 

Sunday  Worship Schedule 

   Morning Worship      10:00 am 

   Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 

Children and Youth Vacation Bible School 

Every Sunday                    10:15 am to 11:15 am 

Adult Sunday School               8:30 am 

 

And not just on Sunday. . . 

  Pastoral Care 

  Choirs and Praise Group 

 

  Outreach to those in Need in the Community 

  Youth Programs 

  Small Group Bible Studies 

  Womenõs and Menõs Ministries 

  Marriage and family seminars 

  Child Care ð We are a òKids Firstó safety  policy church 

   

Mission Opportunities Near. . . 

  Goffstown Network Food Pantry, Straight   Ahead Ministry 

  to kids in detention, New   Horizons Homeless Shelter,  

 Campus   Crusade for Christ, The Womenõs Prison, 

  and more. 

 

And far. . . 

  Worldwide Missions ð Monadnock Bible 

  Conference, Haiti, Costa Rica, Papua 

  New Guinea, and more. 

February 6  

7:00pm Service of Worship 


