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Dear Friends in Christ,
As | grow ol der | find myself becoming |l ess and | ess

Now | know that sounds like heresy, being an old fuddy-duddy. But | do not mean that | believe any less in

the birth of our Savior, the God who became an infant, the Word incarnate in human flesh. In fact, as | get

older, | believe even more so what the Bible has to say about Jesus being Emmanuel, God-with-us. | guess
itdés just that the secular cultural stuff that O6Chri
hype about 6éblack Fridayd and the impending commerci
gotten to be a bit much. 1 think it even makes me want to be a little rebellious, so much so that | resolve not

to get Obusyd this year. [ resolve not to feel guil
like a new diamond ring or a new car for the one | love T | mean make her Oreally harg
because my |iving room doesné6t | ook |Iike the ones 1in

But what | do find myself getting more excited about is the incredible message that God loves you and me as
much as He says He does. As much as my wife and children and grandchildren assure me otherwise, some-
times | wonder that anybody loves me! And | know sometimes you may wonder that too!

As we have been learning about experiencing and knowing God for these past three months, the Lord has

been naiingme wi th this song | 6ve remembered from childho
voice singing it over and over. And it wild.l be the
those gifts that can never be forgotten or |l ost or w
For God so love the world, He gave His only Son,
To die on Calvarybdés tree, from sin to free
Some day Heds coming back, what gl ory be
Some day Heds coming back for me
Of course, like most every one, | do love this time of year. The important
thing for me is to keep the main thing the main thing i and try and stay out of '
the way of everyone el sebs plan for | 0
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more time for prayer, Bible reading and meditation, and especially the disci-
pline of regular attendance at worship with your Christian family, you can be-
come comfortable with how to really keep it all in a healthy perspective.

| pray that our Lord Jesus will richly bless you during these coming weeks.

By His Grace,

Pastor Charlie
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MUSIC NOTES

AWhile the earth
time and harvest...shall not cease.

Genesis 8:22

| greatly rejoice in the faithfulness and joy that our Choir
brought to the Ecumenical Service on November 18th!
It was such a joyful celebration!!
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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE

r e maMere/Christngas aryd Happy New Year Everyone,

The church office will be closed December 24-
January 2 for the holidays.

All annual reports are due in the office NO LATER
than December 31st. They may be dropped off in
the office mail box or e-mailed to the office. The
annual meeting is scheduled for January 27, 2008
and the report must be printed on January 16.

During December there willbe NO Ch i | dr e n 6 sAll Bassagdes artigles for the January issue are due

hearsals, so that the Adult Choir may adequately pre-
pare their Christmas Eve Anthems.

Thank you so much for your prayers during my illness in
October and November. | will be trying a new medicine
soon. Good bless you all!!!

In his service, Michelene Pivorunas, Organist/Choir Di-
rector
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THE MITTEN TREE

The Mitten Tree is up in the Vestry,
just to the left of the door from the
Sanctuary into the vestry. We would
welcome donations of new (unused)
hats, mittens gloves and other knit
goods which we will ultimately distrib-
ute to area schools, homeless shelters, nursing homes
and other places who have need for these items.

Thank you.0 The Mission Committee

NETWORK FOOD DONATIONS

There is a blue container at the back of
the Sanctuary for donations of canned
goods for the Network Food Pantry. Mm
During the month of December, we will w&’
be collecting fholSNee/—7
Christmas food baskets. Donations of

canned vegetables, instant potatoes, stuffing mix, gravy
mixes, candy canes, desert mixes, do-
nations of money for a turkey, ham or
other meats, etc. will be gratefully ac-
cepted. Thank you for your generous
support during this holiday season.

in the office December 17. We will be folding the
newspaper on Friday, December 21 at 9:00am in
the Chapel of the Parish house. If you would like
to help out, please join us at that time. News arti-
cles are always welcome at any time of the month.
They can be Il eft in the
Parish house or e-mailed to:

Se

Office_goffcong@verizon.net.

Pictures can be left in the mailbox to be scanned.
Please include a label, a short sentence or two
about the picture or the names of the people in the
photo. They will be returned after they are scanned.
They can also be sent as .jpeg files to the office e-
mail address.

Thank you,

Barbara Pinard/Editor- Administrative Assistant
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In Loving Memory
We express our condolences and sympathy with the fam-
ily and friends of

Thelma May (Rogers) Graham

who died on October 30, 2007, following a brief illness in
Lancaster, New Hampshire.

Pastor Ford conducted the funeral service, which was
held on November 2.

o o ds o !|amthegresyrrection, and the life:

he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth

in me shall never die.
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Christian Radio Is Good for the Soul

1320 AM WDER Derry

590 AM WVNE Boston

91.1 FM WVNH Concord
90.7 FM WLMW Manchester

AFR American Family Radio,
www.afr.net

Uplifting music and news to encourage you in your
daily walk with Jesus Christ.

;giA worship service of Can
#Light and Carols will be held
% Christmas Eve December 2
i
W
ﬁjoin us. ﬁ

at 7:00pm . All are welcomei"@
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The Meaning of the
Candy Cane
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JESUS CHRIST is ...
our Good Shepherd (staff shape) ~ 1 Pt. 5:4
our Rock (hard candy) ~ 1 Cor. 10:4
our Sinless Savior (white) ~ 2 Cor. 5:21
our Sacrificial Lamb (red) ~ Eph. 1:7

The stripes symbolize pain inflicted upon Jesus be-
fore his death on the cross and a bold stripe to repre-
sent the blood he shed for mankind. The three
stripes can also represent the power and presence of
the Trinity (the Father, Son and Holy Spirit).

The smell and taste of peppermint relate to the herb
hyssop. Psalm 51:7 states,
"Purge me with hyssop and | shall be clean, wash
me, and | shall be whiter than snow."

The candy cane is meant to be shared -- broken into
pieces for all to share. That reminds us of Jesus'
words, "This is my body which is broken for you" (1
Cor. 11:24). What a sweet way to share the Gospel.

give my plant to cheer someone

e e e "
| |
I CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 2007 |
| |
| |
| |
| |
: Christmas poinsettias may be purchased for the front of the Sanctuary for :
| $10.00. Return this slip to Barbara McLaughlin, place in the offering plate and |
: 0Christmas Fl owerso (use byllDesembeeJIGi‘“onary=
| |
| |
| |
I Name: Telephone |
| |
: Plant given in memory of: :
| |
I By: I
| |
: Plant given in honor of: :
o . |
:
: Check One will pick up after service :
| |
I |
[ o
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We thank each and every one for your generous
support for the ministry of Jesus Christ through
His church.

nGive, and it shal/l
Meal Delivery Coordinator needed- Are you inter-
ested in coordinating meals for those in our church
family who may have undergone surgery or are in

need of a few meals following the birth of a baby?

Please prayerfully consider this and if you are inter-
ested or would like more information please contact
Catherine Conley.

Our next Mission committee meeting will be held on
Sunday January 13th at 5pm in the Parish House
and all are welcome to attend. If you are interested
in serving on this committee please join us to find
out more about what we do and how you can help!

CHRISTMAS WREATHS

Christmas wreaths have long been a sta-

ple of Christmas decorating. The tradition
of using wreaths as Christmas decorations dates to
16th century Germany, where Lutherans created the
Advent wreath. As with most Christmas decorations,
the wreath was a symbol of Jesus' birth and God's
grace. The evergreens used in the Advent wreath
were a symbol of God's "everlasting nature" or immor-
tality. The round shape represented eternity and
green was the Church's color of hope and new life.
Four candles were placed in the wreath, which was
laid flat as opposed to hanging against a door or wall.
The four candles represented the four weeks of Ad-
vent, which begins the fourth Sunday before Christ-
mas. Each candle also represented the spiritual
theme of Advent and the coming birth of Christ: hope,
love, joy and peace. While Advent wreaths can still be
found, they're less popular in today's more secular
world. You're more likely to find a Christmas wreath
gracing a front door. But for what the modern wreath
loses in spiritual meaning, it makes up in style. With
such a huge variety of wreaths to choose from, you're
bound to find the perfect one for your home.

www.christmaslightsanddecorations.com/christmas-wreaths.aspx

be

Dear Mission Committee,

Thank you to both you and everyone that brought
us meals for a week. Everything was very tasty and
made that first week home a lot easier. Anna is a

woldertul tfhbyua'?\& Rer ¥iQets dte big helpers.
Thank you again to all!

David, Carla, Bekah, Lyly and Anna Chabot
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Did you know that Dick Berry turns 91 years old on
December 6th? Or that Dick and Marj celebrated
their 70th wedding anniversary this summer on Au-
gust 27th? Dick is now home and receiving visitors.

A little church mouse also mentioned that Elizabeth
Biron celebrated a special birthday on November
24th by turning a wondrous 92 years old. Elizabeth
is one of the very extraordinary volunteers who ar-
rive every month to help fold Passages

Please join us in wishing them both a very special
congratulations and HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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The Glen and Stockton families would like to thank
the congregation for all of their love, support and
prayers. The food provided by the Wednesday
women's Bible group and others was greatly appre-
ciated. The many cards that were sent, during Bill's
illness and after his death, were very uplifting. We
would like to give a special thanks to Pastor Charlie
for all of his visits in the hospital and at our homes.

Having a church family showing so much caring
and thoughtfulness has meant so much to us. Itis
an example of true Christian Love.

- Doug Glen and Laura Stockton
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With 2008 right around the corner it is time to Christian values are taught and lived.

pl an for next year s posi F thin he church
" . How i |s God calling you to serve’? AII Boards and
As we transition from a man-centered organiza-

. . Committees have openings available, with the
tional structure (boards and committees) to _
, Trustees needing the most help. If you have an
something more God-centered, work needs to i ] )
: - interest in the overall leadership of the church,
continue within the church. Man-centered: A

. . ) there are openings available on the Church

set structure with positions to be filled, usually by ) , )
L . . . Council. Please speak with Pastor Charlie or
a nominating committee asking (begging) some- : i ,
. Ann Beltz about the variety of choices for serving
one to serve. God-centered: Recognizing that .
. : . God through His local Body.

God has given talents and gifts to people in spe-
cific areas; those people recognizing God calling Shaws Cards - Shaws cards are available
them to use those gifts and offering their service  through Ann Beltz or the church office. Please
in ministry to the church. pick some up before you head to the store! We
are continuing to collect receipts; there is a re-
ceptacle for them on the food table in the Vestry.

Few people, if any, like to attend meetings, espe-
cially just for the sake of the meeting! Through
our time of sabbatical we tried to cut down on the Caroling and Yankee Swap
number of meetings and the length of them when
they were necessary. We found that it only took
1-2 people with good organizational skills (gift of
administration) to oversee a program/ministry,
allowing the rest to actually serve in the ministry
rather than &6plan and or
work well in our visitation ministry which is newly
revamped and getting off the ground.

Save Saturday December 22 for an evening of

fun and fellowship. Meet at the vestry at 5pm (or
as soon thereafter as you can get there!), bring-
ing either an appetizer or dessert to share. We
W|Iléoe carollng aroungl Goffstowm before endlntg hi
the evenmg Wlth an old-fashioned Yankee Swap.
Bring a gift to exchange in the swap. Sign up in
the vestry during Coffee Hour.

S

All are called to serve in one capacity or another, _ _ _ _
and it varies in intensity with the stages of life. Shop online and support Family Builders Min-

Although there are crisis times in our lives when istries
we just need to sit in church and soak up the If you use Christianbook.com or Amazon.com for

power of Godds | ove fo rYOUi %nllne s[hqulr}g gou&%p]eépssup%ort lt:a‘fnme

when we need to contribute more to our church, ily Builders (Willie Batson lead our Marriage and

the Bodv of Christ. There ar ‘ e from Parenting Conferences). Simply go to
€ bodyo ISt There are ways fo serve Iro www.familybuilders.net, click on the Store button
1-2 hours a month to several hours per week.

at the top of the page or one of the links on the
Although we are all busy, the real question is, side bar. You will receive the usual discounted
what are you busy doing? If you have young chil- prices, but with each order, these online stores
dren at home, then they should be your priorityd  will return up to 12% of your total purchase
beginning with raising them in a home where amount to Family Builders Ministries.



http://www.familybuilders.net
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The Star of Bethlehem , also called the Christmas
Star or Jesus Star, is a star in Christian nativity
tradition that revealed the birth of Jesus to the magi
(or 'three kings') and later led them to Bethlehem.
According to the New Testament account, found
only in the Gospel of Matthew, the magi were men
"from the east" who were inspired by the appear-
ance of the star to travel to Jerusalem in search of
a "king of the Jews". There they met King Herod of
Judea, who advised them that the child they sought
was in Bethlehem, a nearby village. The magi then
went to Bethlehem, found Jesus and his mother,
paid him homage, gave gifts, and returned to their
"own country."

Christians regarded the star as a miraculous sign
given by God to mark the birth of the Christ (or
Messiah). Ancient theologians claimed that the star
fulfiled several prophecies, including the Star
Prophecy. In modern times, astronomers have pro-
posed various explanations for the star, including a
nova, a planet, a comet, an occultation, and a con-
junction (massing of planets). The subject is a fa-
vorite at planetarium shows during the Christmas
season, although the Biblical account suggests that
the visit of the magi took place at least several
months after Jesus was born. The visit was tradi-
tionally celebrated on Epiphany.

The first reference to the Star of Bethlehem is in the
New Testament of the Bible in the second chapter
of the book called ~“Matthew". Here are the relevant
verses :

Matthew 2:1--2: In the time of King Herod, after Je-
sus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where
is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
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For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage."

Matthew 2:7--10: Then Herod secretly called for the
wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me
word so that | may also go and pay him homage."
When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.

Matthew 2:12: And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

Matthew 2:16: When Herod saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethle-
hem who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the wise men.

Verses 12 & 16 give us some information as to the
time of Jesus' birth. Another reference to the time of
Jesus' birth is in the second chapter of the book
called “"Luke". Here are the relevant verses:

Luke 2:1--7: In those days a decree went out from
Emperor Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered. This was the first registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All
went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, be-
cause he was descended from the house and fam-
ily of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her first-
born son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.



