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Dear Friends,

November is a season of Thanksgiving. November is also the month during which we decide “how much
money” we are going to contribute towards the ministry and mission of our church in 2008.

This story about a guy named Desert Pete - | share with you from a Stewardship resource that recently
caught my attention.

In a book called Growing Into Light, Max Long writes about a leathery old westerner who called himself De-
sert Pete. Living out in the sun-beaten country where water is so very precious, Desert Pete wrote a note, put
it in a baking-power can and wired it to an old pump.

Here is what he wrote:

Under the white rock | buried a bottle of water, ou t of the sun, cork end up. There’ enough
water in it to prime this pump, but not if you drin k some first. Pour about one fourth, and let
her soak to wet the leather. Then pour the rest me  dium fast and pump. You'll git water. The
well has never run dry. Have faith. When you git  watered up, fill the bottle and put it back
like you found it for the next feller.

Desert Pete

P.S. Don't go drinking up the water first. Prime the pump with it. . . I've give my last dime
away a dozen times to prime the pump of my prayers, and I've fed my last beans to a stranger
while a ‘'saying’ “Amen.” It never failed yet to gi t me an answer. You've go to git “Your Heart
Fixed to Give” before you can be give to.

Desert Pete in his own special style was teaching the same lesson that Jesus taught. “Give,” said our Lord,
“and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your
lap. For the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” (Luke 6:38). Mark adds, “. . .and still more
will be given you.” (Mark 4:24).

Have you ever met anyone who really had his or her “heart fixed to give,” who did not testify that he was the
one who benefited by the giving? Think about that as you consider giving to the work of our Lord Jesus
through His church. It is in giving that we truly receive.

Every member and friend of this congregation should have received a letter with a commitment promise card.
If not, please call the church office or pick one up following worship. On Novembvell we will dedication our
financial commitments to the Lord. And remember, you've got to git your heart fixt to give " before you can
be given to”!

- Pastor Charlie



| thank the Choir for their dedication and great singing.
Guest singers are still needed at 9:30 a.m. rehearsals
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. | would be happy to
tape vocal parts.

Children’s choir still needs more singers-after church at
11:00 am. Make a joyful noise!

In his service, Michelene Pivorunas, Organist/Choir Director
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The Congregational Church of Goffstown:

Marj and | wish to thank you all for your love & prayers,
and the visits that were made.

Our ilinesses have been tedious and no end is in sight,
but we have lived long, and have been married 69
years. No complaints!

God bless you,
Dick & Marj Berry

Hi Everyone,

While Stark Hall is undergoing renovations, many clubs
and organizations have moved their meeting area to the
chapel and the Sunroom. Please check the calendars
posted outside of the Chapel for openings before you
use an area. Please call me in advance to reserve an
area for a function. The Parish house kitchen will be
used by several groups, so please make sure that your
group cleans the kitchen and function area when you are
done using it. Thank you.

All Passages articles for the December issue are due in
the office November 26. We will be folding the newspa-
per on Friday, November 30 at 9:00am in the Chapel of
the Parish house. If you would like to help out, please
join us at that time. News articles are always welcome at
any time of the month. They can be left in the Secre-
tary’s mail box in the Parish house or e-mailed to:

Office_goffcong@verizon.net.

Pictures can be left in the mailbox to be scanned.
Please include a label, a short sentence or two about the
picture or the names of the people in the photo. They will
be returned after they are scanned. They can also be
sent as .jpeg files to the office e-mail address.

Thank you, Barbara Pinard/Editor
Check out our new website:

www.goffstowncongregationalchurch.org
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The leaves are falling, falling as from far,
as though above were withering
farthest gardens;
they fall with a denying attitude.

And night by night, down into solitude,
the heavy earth falls far from every star.

We are all falling.
This hand’s falling too —
all have this falling-sickness
none withstands.

And yet there’s One
whose gently-holding hands
this universal falling can't fall through.

- Rainer Maria Rilke



The Pilgrims did not hold a true Thanks-
giving until 1623, when it followed a
drought, prayers for rain, and a subsequent rain shower.
Irregular Thanksgivings continued after favorable events
and days of fasting after unfavorable ones. In the Ply-
mouth tradition, a thanksgiving day was a church obser-
vance, rather than a feast day.

"We can trace this historic American Christian tradition to
the year 1623. After the harvest crops were gathered in
November 1623, Governor William Bradford of the 1620
Pilgrim Colony, "Plymouth Plantation" in Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts proclaimed: Inasmuch as the great Father has
given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn,
wheat, peas, beans, squashes and garden vegetables,
and has made the forests to abound with game and the
sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as he has pro-
tected us from the ravages of the savages, has spared us
from pestilence and disease, has granted us freedom to
worship God according to the dictates of our own con-
science. Now |, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye
Pilgrims, with your wives and little ones, do gather at ye
meeting house, on the hill, between the hours of 9 and 12
in the day time, on Thursday November 29th, of the year
of our Lord 1623 and the third year since we Pilgrims
landed on Pilgrim Rock, there to listen to ye pastor and
render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all his bless-
ings”. Gradually, an annual Thanksgiving after the harvest
developed in the mid-17th century. This did not occur on
any set day or necessarily on the same day in different
colonies in America. The Massachusetts Bay Colony
(consisting mainly of Puritan Christians) celebrated
Thanksgiving for the first time in 1630, and frequently
thereafter until about 1680, when it became an annual fes-
tival in that colony; and Connecticut as early as 1639 and
annually after 1647, except in 1675. The Dutch in New
Netherland appointed a day for giving thanks in 1644 and
occasionally thereafter. Charlestown, Massachusetts held
the first recorded Thanksgiving observance June 29, 1671
by proclamation of the town's governing council.

During the 18th century individual colonies commonly ob-
served days of thanksgiving throughout each year. We
might not recognize a traditional Thanksgiving Day from
that period, as it was not a day marked by plentiful food
and drink as is today's custom, but rather a day set aside
for prayer and fasting. Later in the 1700's individual colo-
nies would periodically designate a day of thanksgiving in
honor of a military victory, an adoption of a state constitu-
tion or an exceptionally bountiful crop. Such a Thanksgiv-
ing Day celebration was held in December of 1777 by the
colonies nationwide, commemorating the surrender of Brit-
ish General Burgoyne at Saratoga.

As President, on October 3rd 1789, George Washington
stated the following proclamation and created the first
Thanksgiving Day designated by the national government
of the United States of America: Whereas it is the duty of
all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty
God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and
humbly to implore his protection and favor, and whereas
both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee
requested me "to recommend to the People of the United
States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be ob-
served by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many
signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them
an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of govern-
ment for their safety and happiness. Now therefore | do
recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of Novem-
ber next to be devoted by the People of these States to
the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the
beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that
will be. That we may then all unite in rendering unto him
our sincere and humble thanks, for his kind care and pro-
tection of the People of this Country previous to their be-
coming a Nation, for the signal and manifold mercies, and
the favorable interpositions of his providence, which we
experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war,
for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which
we have since enjoyed, for the peaceable and rational
manner, in which we have been enabled to establish con-
stitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and
particularly the national One now lately instituted, for the
civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and
the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful
knowledge; and in general for all the great and various
favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering
our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler
of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and
other transgressions, to enable us all, whether in public or
private stations, to perform our several and relative duties
properly and punctually, to render our national government
a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Govern-
ment of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and
faithfully executed and obeyed, to protect and guide all
Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shown
kindness unto us) and to bless them with good govern-
ment, peace, and concord. To promote the knowledge and
practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of sci-
ence among them and Us, and generally to grant unto all
Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone
knows to be best. Given under my hand at the City of
New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord
1789. George Washington again proclaimed a Thanksgiv-
ing in 1795.

If you would like to read more about this great church holi-
day go to http://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving_
(United_States)



“Give, and it shall be given unto you.”

The Network Food Pantry is always in need of non-
perishable food donations. There is a large plastic bin at
the rear of the sanctuary where items can be left. All food
donations are given to local families in need through the
Food Pantry Network at St. Matthew’s Church.

Our next Mission Committee meeting will be held in the
Parish House on Sunday November 18th at 6pm. All are
welcome to attend.

MISSION COMMITTEE
MITTEN TREE

ﬁ We wish to thank the person or persons

who recently donated yarn to the Mitten
Tree project. Through these donations we are able to pro-
vide yarn to those who knit hats and mittens which we dis-
tribute to local schools, shelters and others in need of these
items.

If any knitters out there need yarn or have mittens, hats or
other knit goods that need to be picked up, please call Bar-
bara or Murray McKay at 497-4418.

Anna Mildred Chabot , was born to Carla ,
David, Rebekah and Lucretia Chabot on
Wednesday evening Ocotober 24th! Baby
Anna weighs in at exactly 8 Ibs and is 19 1/2

inches long .

Mom and baby are doing well

A Community Celebration
of Thanksgiving

will be held on Sunday evening,
November 18, 7:00 pm
at
The Congregational Church of Goffstown

The speaker will be our newest clergy,
Fr. Gerry Burton , Pastor of the

St. Lawrence Roman Catholic Church
Seasonal Anthems and Hymns

Please remember the Goffstown Network Food
Pantry with a financial gift and/or bring non-
perishable food items with you to worship.

All Are Welcome !
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“Taking the high ground”

with speaker Dwight Knight

“God’s calling for men to be leaders. The assignments
and opportunities He gives us are bigger than us. (Just
ask Joshua who was entrusted with taking the Promised
Land.) With the Lord as our help, we can advance. We
can bring the sanctifying presence of God to the people
and places to which He has called us.

MONADNOCK BIBLE CONFERENCE CENTER

Monadnockbible.org

Through Christ we can be difference makers 1"




Shaws cards will again be available on Sunday, Nov. 11.
Even if you only shop occasionally at Shaws, please con-
sider purchasing a $25 card to support this fundraiser.
Thank you for continuing to collect Shaws receipts.

Coffee Hour Hosts continue to be needed. Please sign up
on the refreshment table in the vestry.

Council News

Every household in our church family should now have a
copy of our Vision Plan. Please read it and pray about it as
we look to the new year and our ‘post sabbatical’ time.
November 11 is when we pledge our support to the church
for 2008. Please be generous and trust God to supply all
your needs.

The Bylaws were revised as proposed at the September
30" special meeting to reflect our Vision Plan.

Extra Mile Giving Needed:

Financial Picture: Needed monthly: over $13,000

July offerings: $9,609
August offerings: $8,364
September offerings: $8,008

Even with our normal pledged support we fall short, and
without our typical fundraisers this fall we will fall farther
behind. Please prayerfully consider making an extra-mile
gift to the church as you are able between now and the end
of the year. Thank you.

Stewardship Sunday — November 11 is the Sunday you
are asked to bring your pledges for the work and mission of
this church in 2008. Matthew 6:25-34 is a good Bible pas-
sage to reflect on, especially if you are anxious about what
2008 will bring. Also remember God'’s promise in Malachi
3:10 concerning those who give off the top rather than from
what is left

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be
food in My house And try Me now in this,” says the LORD
of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven
and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be
room enough to receive it.” Malachi 3:10
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We express our condolences and sympathy with
Joan, Doug, and Laura, and all your family and
friends:

William B. Glen

- October 1, 2007

- Jesus, John 11:25-26

Sunday, October 7, the following received the sacra-
ment of baptism by immersion in the Piscataquog
River: Sarah Catherine-Gula Conley, Ethan Jacob Frank
Conley, Karen Irene Sallese, David John Sallese

We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised fro  m the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in

newness of life. For if we have been united withH  imin
a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him

in a resurrection like His.

Romans 6:4-5




The Trustees would like to thank all of you who cam e
out and helped with the Fall clean up.  Much was accom-
plished due to the willingness of you to do the chores in
and around our church house. There are many improve-
ments that you can see; air conditioners removed, storm
windows in place, flower beds trimmed back, treads on the
Parish house stairs, cleaned front porch and sign, and
many you can't see; raked leaves (many more have fallen),
pews sanded and nails hammered in. We persevered
through bee stings and blisters. It was heartwarming and
uplifting to experience the fellowship among all who were
wiling to give their time and talents on such a beautiful
day. Well done, good and faithful servants.

We wish to extend our sympathy to the Glen & Stockton
families with the death of Bill Glen. Bill’s unique persever-
ance on the financial matters will be greatly missed on the
Board of Trustees.

We would like to thank all who attended the special Church
meeting on September 30 and supported the Board on the
following articles:

One article which changed the by-laws, which had required
the Treasurers to be bonded.

The other article presented was an update of the Stark Hall
renovation project and a request to authorize the expendi-
ture of additional funds.

Stark Hall renovation update:

This project’'s scope has grown from the original, which
was: an ADA upgrade to toilets and ADA entrance, to now
including significant structural repair and remediation. We
are still proceeding with eliminating the center columns in
Stark Hall. The footings, new foundations and column piers
are nearing completion, the demolition of the old bathrooms
are done and the Dance school will utilize the bathroom at
the end of the hall in the annex. We are told by our con-
struction manager that the completion date would most
likely be mid December.

| got up early one morning
and rushed right into the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that | didn’t have time to pray.

Problems just tumbled about me,
and heavier came each task.
“Why doesn’t God help me?” | wondered.
He answered, “You didn't ask.”

| wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled on gray and bleak;
| wondered why God didn’t show me.

He said, “But you didn’t seek.”

| tried to come into God's presence;
| used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
“My child, you didn’t knock.”

| woke up early this morning,
and paused before entering the day.

I had so much to accomplish

that | had to take time to pray.

By Alan Grant

Welcome to our Board of Trustees
Approved and voted at our Special Meeting

on September 30, 2007

Mrs. Ruth Perkins

“The winds may toss the ship ’,
wherein Christ is, but not )*‘
overturn it. The waves may °
dash against the rock, but

they only break themselves

against it.”

Richard Sibbes (1577-1635),
The Bruised Reed, 1630



BRIDGES OF LOVE SUNDAY

Julie Joseph of Redeemer's Child orphanage in Haiti, Joan

Mosher, Child Sponsorship Coordinator of Monadnock Bible Con- + 1L x( % ! *
ference and Dan Bryant, Director of Monadnock Bible Conference  op#t( 1( 1 '1'$ %, %% &% # 11
| visited our worship service on Sunday October 7th. Pictured (-1 %% (!) ' (
above left to right, Jim Beltz, Becky Ford, Joan Mosher, Dan Bry- & 2 3

ant and Julie Joseph.

NOVEMBER HAITI MISSION TRIP UPDATE

Becky Ford will be going on a medical mission to Haiti on No-
vember 9th. Please consider donating items needed for this
mission to St Michel- Haiti. Contact Becky at 232-1116.

A basket is located at the rear of Sanctuary where items can
be left. Items needed: Children's vitamins (no
gummmies),Children's chewable Tylenol (no liquid), antibiotic
cream, anti-fungal cream,cortisone cream, benadryl-tablets P #SHHY% & #H () "% !
(not liquid),prilosec- 40mg,selsun blue (not with conditioner), %r( )# T % -1 [0
Aleve/Motrin




Bridges Of Love # 2

The Story of the "Renata Box"

Once upon a time a young woman from far away had a
dream to come to America to seek a better life. She fell
in love and got married but her prince charming was not
what she hoped he would be. They had a beautiful
daughter and still Renata dreamed...of being a nurse, to
help those often forgotten ones...the elderly. Renata of-
ten thought, "I cannot reach my dream, it is impossible."
Then one day she met a friend, someone listened to her
dream and dreamed with her. This friend lives in a small
town, in a very small state in a very big country, and to-
gether with a very small group (11 to be exact) who fol-
low a God who specializes in the impossible, decided to
start the "Renata Box". Could they raise almost $3,000
to bring her mother here from a far country to be there
for the baby, while she worked full time and also went to
school? As we gave to her instead of to ourselves, the
money slowly came in. The small band of women has
not yet reached the final goal, but they believe it can
happen...do you? Will you help her dream come true?

Hopefully this story has you asking "What is this all
about?" It seemed like a good way of showing you a
specific ministry that our church is involved in. The
Wednesday Women's Bible Study Fellowship has been
meeting weekly (even in the summer) for almost four
years. We have grown not only in our faith, but love for
one another and have a commitment to live out what we
are learning about God and His love for us and all peo-
ple. This opportunity for a practical demonstration of lov-
ing those who you don't even know has been a blessing
to all of us as well as to Renata and her family. She is
overwhelmed with gratitude that women she has never
met would sacrifice for her to achieve her dream of a
better life. We have purchased tickets for her mother to

come over to help with child-care, for the daughter to
return for a time to Czechoslovakia and then for Renata
to have a time of rest and reunion with her family. To
help us raise the remaining $1,000 we will be having an
informal craft sale in the Vestry after church. Keep in
mind that purpose of the sale is to shower God's love in
a tangible way on a "neighbor" you have never met. God
especially smiles when we give to those who cannot re-
turn the favor.

-Dee, Dianne, Roz, Sandy, Bonnie, Ann, Kelly, Cathy,
Letitia, Claire, and Becky
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Do you wish you could find a way to help and become
involved with our new ministry and mission but only can
find an hour a month in your schedule of life? The re-
cently initiated program of church member visiting sen-
ior church members has been very successful. It in-
volves a church member visiting another senior church
member of his/her choice who might not be able to at-
tend services and or attend all church functions. Be-
cause of this interest, we are offering another training
session after the service in the Chapel on November
18". In this session, you will be given suggestions on
how to handle your visit and suggested materials to
bring with you. We have established an area in the
church office for handouts and Pastor Charlie is always
available for help. If you are looking for a way to do the
Lord’s work and can find one hour a month, we are
looking for you. For more information you can contact
Jim Beltz at 497-3118, Terry Paul at 529-7698 or Pas-
tor Charlie at 497-2365. Hope to see you in the Chapel
on the 18"
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