
Congregational 
Church of Go!stow"
A VisionPlan

To grow together in the family of 

God, founded on God!s Word, which 

draws others to the transforming 

power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. To 

see the Holy Spirit develop  vibrant"""
relationships in our homes , our 

church and our community 

through intentional worship, prayer, 

Bible study, fellowship, ministry and 

mission.



VisionPla!
A process to hear, discern, describe and follow God!s vision for the Congregational 
Church of Goffstown. 

Proverbs 29: 18
Where there is no vision the 
people perish.  (KJV)

Where there is no revelation, 
the people cast off restraint.  
(NIV)

Where there is no vision, the 
people are unrestrained.  
(NASV)

When people do not accept 
divine guidance, they run wild.   
(NLT)

 

“Vision: the capacity to create a 

compelling picture of the desired 

state of affairs that inspires peo-

ple to respond; that which is de-

sirable, which could be, should 

be; that which is attainable.  A 

godly vision is right for the times, 

right for the church, and right for 

the people. A godly vision pro-

motes faith rather than fear. A 

godly vision motivates people to 

action. A godly vision requires 

risk-taking. A  godly vision glorifies 

God, not people.” -- Bob Logan

“Vision is the ability to understand 

the history, the present condition, 

and the potential of the church, 

and to conceive a plan for action 

that will maximize the ministry 

potential. More often than not, 

vision is a result of having spent 

much time absorbing the facts 

about the community, knowing the 

resources upon which the church 

can call (people, funding, facili-

ties, equipment, etc.), and devis-

ing sound but creative strategies 

for moving forward. Vision always 

entails progress: it is never satis-

fied with the status quo.” 

George Barna, How to Find Your 

Church, p. 104.

Introduction
In the late fall of 2006, Metanoia Ministries was invited to facilitate a    
VisionPlan process for the Congregational Church of Go!stown located in 
Go!stown, New Hampshire.  The process began in January  and was com"
pleted in June 2007.

The VisionPlan process consisted of:

Appointing a Vision Task Force:  a Vision Task Force was formed to work with 
Metanoia Ministries to identify and communicate a shared and compelling 
future vision and a clear philosophy of ministry for the church.  The pur"
pose of the Task Force was to provide a pathway for the congregation to 
consider, agree upon and implement a shared vision and philosophy of 
ministry.  The Task Force helped facilitate dialog, summarize data and 
communicate progress.

Ca"ing the church to spiritual discovery: all members of the congregation were 
invited to participate in discerning a new vision and philosophy of minis"
try through:

Hearing, and discerning. we commit to listening to God#s Word $rst, to 
seeking the Spirit#s direction, and to inviting conversation and input 
from leaders and members as to what God is saying and how He is 
leading the church into the future.   

Describing.  As the church is hearing and discerning, the vision is de"
scribed in words and images that capture what God is saying to and 
through His people.

Reviewing.  At every step, members are welcomed into the process to 
listen, discern and provide feedback.  

Proclaiming and encouraging.  Having heard, discerned and described the 
VisionPlan, the church is called to celebrate and implement the vision.

Midweek Open Forums and Vision#Building Saturdays:  Metanoia Ministries 
conducted a series of Open Forums and three Vision"Building Saturdays 
that the entire congregation was invited to attend and participate in over a 
six month period.   Participants were encouraged to read, pray and prepare 
for each meeting. 
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Isaiah 28:16
So this is what the Sovereign 
LORD says:  “See, I lay a 
stone in Zion, a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone for a 
sure foundation; the one who 
trusts will never be dismayed. 

Isaiah 33:6
He will be the sure foundation 
for your times, a rich store of 
salvation and wisdom and 
knowledge; the fear of the 
LORD is the key to this treas-
ure. 

A VisionPlan is a dynamic Spirit-led discovery process for the 
church to:

Remember God#s acts

Hear God#s voice

Discover God#s purpose

Describe God#s call

Discern God#s direction

Embody God#s will

A sure foundatio!

The diagram below illustrates the pathway of the vision process.  We 
began by remembering God#s acts in the past by reviewing the his"
tory or the church, what we call %Narrative.&  With this foundation 
we considered the existing mission of the church and proceeded to 
prayerfully discern through Scripture study and describe through 
group dialog what our core beliefs, ideals and virtues.  Each level 
builds upon and follows logically from the one previous.  

The VisionPlan is discovered by moving up the triangle. Once com"
plete, the plan can be measured by moving down the triangle.

VisionPlan

Description

Practices & Disciplines

Core Virtues

Core Ideals

Core Beliefs

God!s Mission

Narrative: Salvation Story

Congregational Church of Go!stown

2

Discover God#s 
vision by dis"
cerning from 

bottom to top.

Measure God#s 
vision by dis"
cerning from 

top to bottom.



Historical Narrativ$
How God has spoken to, and worked through, the church in the past. 

Go!stown became a permanent settlement in 1748. A meeting house was built 
in the town centre of Grasmere in 1768 which was used jointly by the town and 
church for about seventy years inasmuch as the churches in New Hampshire 
were supported by public taxation until 1818. The $rst settled minister was in"
stalled in October 1771 into the Religious Union Society of the Congregational 
Church, and the early membership was a Presbyterian"Congregationalist mix.

As the west village began to rival the centre in population a second meeting 
house was built in 1816 on South Mast St. Services continued to be held at both 
locations in rotation until 1842. In 1845 the present house of worship was built, 
being enlarged in 1869 and extensively remodeled in 1890"91. The vestry was 
added in 1891 along with a pipe organ and the stained glass memorial windows. In 
1913 the newly incorporated church#s name changed to the Congregational 
Church of Go!stown.

The 1950#s and 1960#s were a time of growth and prosperity. The Parish House 
was purchased in 1947 and remodeled from a private dwelling to provide addi"
tional classroom space. In 1954 the Parish House barn 'current Annex( was also 
enlarged and rebuilt for additional classrooms. The interior of the sanctuary was 
remodeled and the pipe organ installed in 1957"58. In 1958 the Church established 
a full"time directorship of Religious Education. The Church joined the UCC in 
1959. Stark Hall was purchased in 1967 and united with the Parish House Annex 
in 1969.

When the Church celebrated its 200th anniversary in 1971 membership was 
581, the choir was bursting at over 40 members, and there was an active youth 
group. Dissatisfaction with the UCC split the congregation twice in the late 
1970#s as unsuccessful votes were taken to withdraw membership from the UCC.

The mid"1980#s brought another growth spurt in the church and a Minister of 
Christian Education was added from 1987"1993. Following a pastoral misconduct 
incident in 1992 the congregation struggled under the healing ministry of Rev. 
Pete Lovejoy. The spiritual formations groups established from Rev. Lovejoy#s 
Doctor of Ministry project '1999( and the intentional interim ministry of Rev. 
Janet Heslam '2001"02( signaled a turn"around in attitude and outlook for the 
congregation.

With a new pastor, Rev. Charles Ford '2003(, and a small"group focus around 
ALPHA and The Purpose"Driven Life series, many members experienced a reju"
venated spiritual life based on a ministry focused on God#s Word. Con)ict with 
the UCC in 2005 over the a*rmation of gay marriage caused division within our 
membership. The formation of a contemporary style music group 'The Praise 
Group( changed the style of our worship service.

All of the above contributed to some members leaving and others joining our 
congregation. This period of transition led to the hiring of church consultants 
Metanoia Ministries '2007( to help the congregation identify the core values and 
beliefs and develop a Vision Plan re)ecting God#s will for the Congregational 
Church of Go!stown. 
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Our Missio!
Our end purpose or goal and the context in which we discover, learn, and grow 
into this purpose. The present social/spiritual context out of which any action or 
activity can make sense. 

Colossians 3:17
And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 

 

We live to:

Praise and glorify God,
grow in Christlikeness,
love and serve one another,
and share the Gospel of God#s love with others.
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Our Core Beliefs
The core doctrines and beliefs that the church stands for and seeks to embody. 

John 20:31 
But these are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may 
have life in his name.  

Hebrews 11:6 
And without faith it is impossi-
ble to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those 
who earnestly seek him. 

We a!rm with believers throughout the centuries those truths 
in the Apostle"s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth,
 ++++and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,+born of the Virgin Mary,
 ++++su!ered under Pontius Pilate,+was cruci$ed, died, and was buried.
, He descended into hell.
, The third day He arose again from the dead.
, He ascended into heaven
 ++++       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
 ++++       whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
 ++++the communion of saints,
 ++++the forgiveness of sins,
 ++++the resurrection of the body,
 ++++and life everlasting. Amen.

In addition, we a!rm our belief in the:

Truth of God!s Word: The Bible is the authoritative word of 
God, infallible and true.  &Lk 4:2; 2Tim 3:16#17; Heb4:12'

Trinity: That God the Father, God the Son 'Jesus Christ( and 
God the Holy Spirit are three distinct persons of one God.  &Eph 
1:13#14,17'

Salvation: All are separated from God by sin and are in need of 
salvation. Through the grace of God, all who believe in Jesus 
Christ shall not perish but have eternal life.  &John 3:16; 14:6; Rom. 3:23; 
6:23; Eph 2:8;'

Transformation: The Holy Spirit works within each believer to 
help them grow in Christ"likeness.  &John 14:26; Rom 2:2; Eph4:20#24'

Church is the Body of Christ: Joined together in heart, mind 
and soul through the Holy Spirit with Jesus Christ as the head.  
&Rom 12:4#5; 1Cor 12:27; Eph 1:22#23; 4:4,16,25; Col 3:15'

Christ!s Return: Christ will return to Earth, all will be judged, 
and Christ will reign as King over all believers.  &Rom. 2:6,16; 14:10#11; 
Rev 14:7'
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Scripture Notations for Core Beliefs:

Truth of God (s Word
Luke 4:21b“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
2Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it pene-
trates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart. 

Trinity
Eph 1:13-14,17 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gos-

pel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God!s 
possession — to the praise of his glory. Keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 
better.

Salvatio!
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he sent his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 
Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Eph 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can 
boast about it.

Transformatio!
John 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 

you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
Rom 2:2 Now we know that God!s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth.
Eph 4:20-24 You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and 

were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to 
your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 
to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God 
in true righteousness and holiness.

Body of Chris)
Rom 12:4-5 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 

have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member be-
longs to all the others.

1Cor 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
Eph 1:22-23 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over every-

thing for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Eph 4:4,16,25 There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one hope when you 

were called . . . From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting liga-
ment, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. . . Therefore each of you 
must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful.

Christ(s Retur! 
Rom 2:6, 16 God “will give to each person according to what he has done.” . . .This will take place 

on the day when God will judge men!s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.
Rom 14: 10-11 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your 

brother? For we will all stand before God!s judgment seat. It is written: “"As surely as I live,! says 
the Lord, "every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.!”

Rev 14:7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment 
has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

Congregational Church of Go!stown
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Our Core Ideals
The agreed upon standards for what is “good” or ideal to achieve personally and 
corporately. 

1 Peter 2: 9-15  
But you are a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his won-
derful light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 
Dear friends, I urge you, as 
aliens and strangers in the 
world, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which war against 
your soul. Live such good 
lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day he visits us. 
Submit yourselves for the 
Lord!s sake to every authority 
instituted among men: 
whether to the king, as the 
supreme authority, or to gov-
ernors, who are sent by him to 
punish those who do wrong 
and to commend those who 
do right. For it is God!s will 
that by doing good you should 
silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish men. 

We aspire to live by these ideals:

Faithfulness: Trusting in God through word and action.  &Eph 
2:8#10; 4:13; Mat5:3#10; 6:25'

Proclaim Christ: Spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  &Is 
52:7; 61:1; Mt 9:35; 28:19#20'

Discipleship: Hearing and obeying God#s Word, spiritual ma"
turity and Christ"likeness.  &Pr 3:5#6; Rom 10:17; Eph 4 11#13, 25; 6:7'

Christian Love: Loving others as Christ loved with generosity 
and self"sacri$ce.  &John 13:35; Eph 3:17a#19; 1Cor 13:4'

Unity:  Focused on what unites us in Christ Jesus.  &Eph 2:14; 4:2#4; 
4:15'

Servanthood: The attitude and activity of serving others inside 
and outside of the church.  &John 12:26; 13:14,16; Gal 5:13'

Congregational Church of Go!stown
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Scripture Notations for Core Ideals:

Faithfulness
Eph. 2:8-10 For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God — not by works, so that no one can boast. For 
we are God!s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.

Eph. 4:13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, at-
taining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Ruth 1:16 But Ruth replied, “Don!t urge me to leave you 
or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and 
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people 
and your God my God.

Matt. 5:3-10 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed 
are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of right-
eousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 6:25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and 
the body more important than clothes?

Proclaiming Chris)
Is. 52:7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of 

those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who 
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, “Your God reigns!”

Is. 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, be-
cause the LORD has anointed me to preach good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and re-
lease from darkness for the prisoners.

Matt. 9:35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news 
of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.

Matt. 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Discipleship
Prov. 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean 

not on your own understanding; in all your ways ac-
knowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

Rom. 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through the word of 
Christ.

Eph. 4:11-13, 25 It was he who gave some to be apostles, 
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some 
to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God!s people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowl-
edge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. . . Therefore 
each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully 
to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

Eph. 6:7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the 
Lord, not men.

Christian Lov$
John 13:35 By this all men will know that you are my dis-

ciples, if you love one another.”
Eph. 3:17a-19 And I pray that you, being rooted and es-

tablished in love, may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God.

1Cor. 13:4  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud.

Unity
Eph. 2:14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the 

two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall 
of hostility,

Eph. 4:2-4 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called —

Eph. 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
From him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work.

Servanthood 
John 12:26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and 

where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor 
the one who serves me.

John 13:16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him.

John 13:14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also should wash one another!s 
feet.

Gal. 5:13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do 
not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 
serve one another in love.
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Our Core Virtues
The attributes or character traits we must possess in order to achieve the Core 
Ideals above.

Colossians 3:14 
And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect 
unity.

We aspire to be a people of:

Integrity: Oneness with God and others. Truthfulness and pu"
rity in thoughts, words and actions.

Obedience: Quality of heart and action to follow God#s com"
mands in love, respect and submission.

Humility: Quality of regarding the needs of others above self.

Forgiveness: Gift of grace. Ability to give to others the grace 
God has given us; letting go of resentment and bitterness of 
wrongs against you.

Compassion:  To seek to empathize with and to care for others 
in their joy and su!ering.

Faith: Conviction and con$dence in God#s sovereignty. Quality 
of placing ones con$dence, hope and assurance in the righteous"
ness of God.

Courage: Quality of perseverance, taking faith"$lled risks in ab"
sence of any guarantee or proof.

Congregational Church of Go!stown
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Our Core Practices & Disciplines
The specific rituals, disciplines and practices where character is formed and virtue 
is learned.

Matthew 5:19 
Anyone who breaks one of 
the least of these command-
ments and teaches others to 
do the same will be called 
least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever prac-
tices and teaches these 
commands will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

We wi# practice:

Worship: Rejoicing in the Lord daily and at our Sunday worship 
services.

Honoring the Lord!s Day: Keeping one day holy and set apart 
for God.

Observing the Sacraments: Con$rming our relationship with 
Jesus through Baptism.  Remembering and celebrating our faith 
in Christ through Holy Communion.

Praying and Meditating in God!s Word:  Drawing closer to 
God daily through prayer.

Reading and Studying the Bible:  Deepening our faith 
through reading the Bible regularly and participating in Bible 
Study groups.

Active Stewardship: Sharing our time, talents and treasures 
with others, recognizing they are gifts from God.

Serving Others: Ministering to the needs of others, both in our 
church and through local or worldwide mission activity.

Speaking the Truth in Love:  Engaging in honest, respectful 
and direct communication with others in all circumstances, ex"
hibiting a Christ"like demeanor.

Simplicity:  Enjoying a lifestyle free from the busyness and ma"
terialism of our culture, placing the things of God above all else.

Witness:  Sharing our faith with others through our thoughts, 
words and actions.

Fellowship/Hospitality:  Reaching out to and welcoming others 
with Christian love.

Congregational Church of Go!stown
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Our Visio! 
The specific, compelling and imaginable view of a preferred future -- of what we 
see God doing in ourselves, our church and our city.

Hebrews 11:1-2 
Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see. This is 
what the ancients were com-
mended for. 

Our vision is:

To grow together in the family of God, founded on God#s 
Word, which draws others to the transforming power of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. To see the Holy Spirit develop vibrant 
relationships in our homes, our church and our community 
through intentional worship, prayer, Bible study, fellowship, 
ministry and mission.

De$nitions:

By *GROW+ we mean: to grow in capacity, competency and character as we acquir$ 
knowledge and ski" in how to love God and one another.

By *FAMILY OF GOD+ we mean: the church; a chosen people whose relationship with 
God shapes a speci,c identity, reality and activity with one another and the world. 

By *TRANSFORMING POWER* we mean: the power of the life death and resurrec#
tion of Jesus that changes lives %om sin to salvation; darkness to light; emotional and 
physical sickness to health and healing. 

By *GOSPEL+ we mean: the Good News of God (s love for the whole person.

By *OF GOD. . .OF CHRIST. . . THE HOLY SPIRIT+ we mean: the Trinity; we par#
ticipate in, co"aborate with, and are empowered by the Godhead to do the Father(s wi". 

By *VIBRANT RELATIONSHIPS+ we mean: generous, self#sacri,cing love exe-#
pli,ed by practicing the .one another( commands; to o/er, grace, love, mercy and justic$ 
toward others. 

By *HOMES, CHURCH, COMMUNITY+ we mean: our private and public life.

By *INTENTIONAL+ we mean: the committed practice of personal and corporate wor#
ship, prayer, Bible study, fe"owship, ministry and mission.
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Scripture Notations for Vision
Family of God: Gen. 28:3 May God Almighty bless you 

and make you fruitful and increase your numbers until 
you become a community of peoples. Is. 65:9 I will 
bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah 
those who will possess my mountains; my chosen peo-
ple will inherit them, and there will my servants live. 
Col. 3:12 Therefore, as God!s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion ,kind-
ness, humility, gentleness and patience. Eph. 1:4 For 
he chose us in him before the creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his sight. 1Pet. 2:9 But you 
are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.

Power: Rom. 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, be-
cause it is the power of God for the salvation of every-
one who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
Rom. 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may over-
flow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Eph.1:18-22 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may 
be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious in-
heritance in the saints, and his incomparably great 
power for us who believe. That power is like the work-
ing of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion, and every title that 
can be given, not only in the present age but also in the 
one to come. And God placed all things under his feet 
and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church. Eph. 3:6-8 This mystery is that through the 
gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 
members together of one body, and sharers together in 
the promise in Christ Jesus. I became a servant of this 
gospel by the gift of God!s grace given me through the 
working of his power. Although I am less than the least 
of all God!s people, this grace was given me: to preach 
to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. Eph. 
3:15-21 from whom his whole family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, to-
gether with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to 
him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.

Gospel:  Rom. 1:17 For in the gospel a righteousness 
from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith 
from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will 
live by faith.” Eph. 1:13 And you also were included in 
Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in 
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. Eph. 3:6 This 
mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are 
heirs together with Israel, members together of one 
body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 
Jesus. 2Cor. 13:14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Trinity: John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. John 14:16-17; 26 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be 
with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fa-
ther will send in my name, will teach you all things and 
will remind you of everything I have said to you. Acts 
2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and be-
gan to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them. Eph. 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit just 
as you were called to one hope when you were called 
— one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Fa-
ther of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Vibrant Relationships: John 13:34 "A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. Eph 4:2 Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one an-
other in love. Col 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may have against one an-
other. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. Eph 4:32 Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Col 3:16 Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in 
your hearts to God. 1Pe 4:9 Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. Ga 5:13You, my brothers, 
were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in 
love. Heb 10:24 And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on towards love and good deeds. Eph 5:21 
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Eph 
5:19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to 
the Lord.

Home, church, community: Deut 6:4-9 Hear, O Israel: 
The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength. These commandments that I give 
you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on 
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
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